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Summary Description of project:

In the state of New Mexico, where the economy has been greatly affected by the 
current recession, this studio was presented with the task of rethinking new models 
for developing architecture in the built environment.  These students were asked to 
engage in the realm of digital fabrication and formulate more efficient and economical 
methods for creating space.  Throughout the semester the students were immersed 
in learning how to work in the methodology of digital fabrication processes.  The final 
project is intended to be full-scale installation that built on their research throughout the 
semester and incorporated recycled materials to create an event space for the student 
body of the School of Architecture at the University of New Mexico.  The installation 
was fabricated from donated materials such as wooden palates, white plastic garbage 
bags and two hot air balloons.  The studio researched the structural properties of these 
ready-made materials to understand how they could be applied to create an inspiring 
and innovative final installation.  Utilizing form•Z and other computer software, the stu-
dio generated several schemes that were digitally fabricated and outputted at full-scale 
as a series of prototypes.  The final scheme diverted from recent digital fabricated pro-
cesses, integrating a more haptic translation that forced the students to conceive the 
design in slightly different manner than most digital fabricated projects of recently.  The 
final result was a poetic installation that captured the essence of the raw nature of the 
materials and maximized efficiency in time and resources, keeping the project under 
$200.00 for final construction cost.   
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Reasons for which this student should be awarded:

This project should be awarded for the shear complexity  and ability to think about re-
cycled materials in an innovative manner.  The ability to both fabricate efficiently and 
keep material cost to a minimum, was a product of working in the digital environment.  
This type of research has tremendous application in the profession for rethinking how we 
fabricate and design in economically challenged times.

Jury Comments:

This is a project of an impressive magnitude and complexity, even for a team of 14 
students. With such a team, coordination frequently becomes an issue, but this team 
managed to excel all the way to the end. There are so many aspects for which this work 
deserves to be commended: as a demonstration of imaginative recycling of old material 
and keeping the cost under $200; as a successful application of computer driven fabrica-
tion methods; as a visually pleasing end result, and many more. Not to be neglected is 
the enthusiasm with which the students must have approached the project and is clearly 
reflected in the final result. Obviously that enthusiasm must have transcended beyond 
the team and appears to have triggered a “festival” for all the students.
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Fabrication
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Final Installation
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