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Public Radio International
 by Farzam Yazdanseta

Level Graduate
Course ARCH 601: Graduate Topical Design Studio
 aesthetics | media | politics   Advanced Design
Advisor/Instructor Michael Ambrose
Principal Investigator Michael Ambrose
Department/School School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation
 University of Maryland

Summary description of project:

Twenty-fi rst century media is fi lled with lies and deception.  News conglomerates 
force their biases by fi ltering the truth and as a result, heighten the chaos and 
confl ict in the world of politics.  Public Radio International is a result of the 
multiplicity of cultural confl icts that come together at the context of District 
of Columbia, a zone fi lled with political chaos and imbalance.  Public Radio 
International is a space of contention where both its private and public realm 
are tasked to bring together confl icting political viewpoints.  

Public Radio International uses two confl icting physical geometries of District 
of Columbia and cultural and the never-ending political imbalance existent in 
the District, nation, and the world to establish its architectural language.  

These constant multiple forces fragment and deconstruct the landscape of 
Washington D.C. to contextualize the site in order to embed the building as 
part of the landscape.  

Public Radio International overcomes the speed of the world of news and 
media by establishing a transient architectural language.  Fragmented pieces 
are in constant motion to demonstrate a dynamic environment to encourage 
contentious debates aimed at revealing the truth.  

This project was done in an advanced elective design studio that has been positioned in the 
curriculum for the student that wants to further explore digital design/media through computer 
modeling and digital representation and provides an opportunity for graduate students from 
different studios to collaborate.  In this course digital design media is understood not simply as a 
tool for visualization but as a generative design tool and process for the derivation of form and its 
development/transformation.  This is intended as a special topics course that evolves and varies 
with each faculty member and their particular research interests. 



Architectural Design : Public Radio International by Farzam Yazdanseta 3

2007-2008 : Joint Study Aw
ard W

inners



Architectural Design : Public Radio International by Farzam Yazdanseta 4

2007-2008 : Joint Study Aw
ard W

inners

Jury comments:

Detailed and complex model.  Elegant use of form•Z in rendering.  
The intentional lack of colors and textures demonstrates what 
form•Z can achieve without getting carried away with the goodies.  
Nice lighting. — Frank Elmer

The elegance of this project lies in a balance between the abstract and 
real.  While the views are commendable and enough architecturally 
convincing information is present, much of the structure, enclosure 
and material are only suggested, encouraging ones own imagination 
to fi ll in the gaps.  I couldn’t help but notice Peter and Rem seem to 
admire the indeterminacy as well!  — Susan Melsop
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