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 Tamkang University, Tanshui, Taiwan

Summary description of project:

After on site observations, street lamps and benches are designed.  They are intended for tourists to place the 
bottles of the famous Tanshui soda-water, which results in interesting street furniture for the plazas of the town.    

Reasons for the nomination:

In this project, the designer deliberates very carefully about which form•Z commands would best accommodate 
the different modeling requirements.  After the bench is modeled in the software, part of it is also fabricated in 
one-to-one scale. 
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Jury comments:

The designer’s passion to elevate the soda bottles of Tanshui 
to the level of art is commendable. The main idea of a bench 
for tourists is an intriguing one, albeit underdeveloped. It is a 
plausible idea. If we ignore the fact that as presented, the bench 
seems to defy gravity and fl oat in the air, the modeling skills have 
been well-demonstrated. –Mahesh Senagala

Product and Industrial Design  |  Benches for the Plaza of Tanshui  by  Ming-Chieh Chen



37Product and Industrial Design  |  Benches for the Plaza of Tanshui  by  Ming-Chieh Chen



38

Jury comments:

A well-considered use of seating and soda water bottles, com-
bined with the extended use of form•Z to generate a unique 
and innovative design. –Gregory McCambley

Quirky—universal yet local in its ties to place and products. 
–Ruth Gless 
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