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Project Title A Satellite Automobile Production Facility

Student Name Jeff Hammerquist
Level
Course
Advisor/Instructor Thomas Fowler, IV
Principal Investigator Thomas Fowler, IV
Department/School Department of Architecture, 
 California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, California

Summary description of project:

Transparent Production

The satellite auto facility was designed to showcase and expose the production pro-
cess of a twenty fi rst century car. By focusing an audience on these transformations, 
it will help them quantify the volume of resources that go into the fabrication of a car. 
The formal vocabulary of the project evolved from an honest expression of program-
matic requirements for car production, site considerations, and how to best express 
this in the structure and skin of building.

Reasons for the nomination:

Even though this student’s use of form•Z was from two years ago, he did an excel-
lent job using the software to provide spatial insights into his project that would have 
not been possible if he would have worked only with physical models. What I believe 
is most impressive about his project in the convincing qualities to the immersive 
views of space and the believability regarding the functional aspects of project along 
with the seamless integration of building into the context of the surrounding industrial 
environment of the site.
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Jury comments:

The notion of transparency has been explored in 
this project in an intriguing fashion. Transparen-
cy in this project goes beyond the merely visual 
and embraces the conceptual, the procedural, 
and the programmatic aspects. Deep layering, 
spatial interlocking, and a commitment to re-
strained architectural dialectic make this project 
a compelling proposition. The project is driven 
primarily by a combination of programmatic 
concerns that aim to expose the process of pro-
duction of the automobile “in the skin.” form•Z 
seems to have been utilized quite effectively. 
The animation drives the designer’s point home 
by revealing the inner spatial and programmatic 
complexity. –Mahesh Senagala  
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